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REMOVABLY REPLACEABLE, consideration of the following detailed description of a 

READHERABLE LABEL specific embodiment thereof, especially when taken in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings wherein like 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION reference numerals in the various figures arc utilized to 

s designate like components, and wherein: 

1. Field of the Inventtoo figs. 1a and IB arc a perspective view of a label 
The present invention relates to adhesive labels. More accordinf , to me present invention adhesively connected to 

specifically, the present invention relates a label that is a 

adhesively connected to a container. A portion of foe label rcar surface 

aw be removed from the conta^and^dhje^ ar«ord 10 of a t0 ^ present invention; 

keeping material, such as a logbook, medical book. etc. . 6 " . . , 

. . „ , . 7 . ^ FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a veterinarian s logbook 

2. Discussion of the Related Art ^ ^ A fl ^ M rf ^ kbel fa connected 

Currently, the majority of veterinarians maintain a record thereto; and 

of a vaccine or other medical treatment which has been nG " 4 fa perspective view of a pair of labels applied to 

administered to an animal, simply by writing the common 15 a 
name of the antigens or the medical treatment in the animal's 

medical chart For example, a veterinarian using the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

DURAMINE® DAjFP+CvK/LCI would identify this vac- PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

cine in the animal's chart as DHLPPC along with the date of Referring now to FIGS. 1A. IB. 2A. 2B and 2C. a label 

admimsttation.Tlus is typify ^ » , e according to the present invention is illustrated. The label 

that is recorded. In practices that have w^tmzed their M iDcludes 6 a removable portion 34 and a remainder portion 

record keeping, the information recorded is still limited to ^ Bomthe removable portion 34 and the remainder portion 

just this information and may sometimes include the manu- ^ ^ . u &mOD to identify ^ contents of the 

facturer of the vaccine. In addUion. mose ve^anans that ^ fce ]abel u adhered to . Th c label 10 is 

have computerized records still keep a hard copy of die 25 of ^ elongated ±ctt of materia, having a front 

animal's medical chart so that it is not necessary to print the sur ^ n Md a tJf^acc 14. The sheet includes a first 

entire patient history each time the animal visits the veten- ^ u a second eQd 18 . a top edge 20 and a bottom edge 

nan an. 22. 

Due to the increased regulatory pressures at the veterinary ^ adhesive M ^ wlicd t0 ^ cntire rear surface 14. 

level there is a need in the art to make it easier for a Thc adhcsivc 24 is a pressure sensitive adhesive. In a 

veterinarian to record all of the information necessary preferred embodiment, the adhesive is an emulsion acrylic 

regarding the vaccine aanunistered. Additionally, there is a adhe sive, such as the S 1000™ adhesive sold by Fasson. a 

need to retain on medical containers, having certain products fiJjns ^vision of Avery Label of Painesville, Ohio. However, 

therein, sufficient indicia to ensure further identification of numcrous otfaer tyvcs of pressure sensitive adhesives may be 

me remaining contents so as to permit there further use, used, including, for example, adhesives having a rubber base 

handling or appropriate disposal. or an acrylic base. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION The base material of the label 10 preferably has fibers 

embedded therein that are oriented in only one direction. In 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention, to ^ wor ds, the material is preferably an uniaxially oriented 

provide a label which is securely adhesively connected to a material. The fibers extend in a direction from the first end 

container, such as a first medical container or a vaccine vial 16 to toe second end 18, along an axis that is substantially 

so as to permit a portion of the label to be easily removed parallel to the top edge 20 and the bottom edge 22. In a 

therefrom and readhered to a second medical container, such preferred embodiment, the label is made of an olefin film, 

as an infusion bug or a medical record keeping irouerial , 45 sucn & me film prjmaX™, which is sold by Fas son and 

such as a medical logbook to completely identify the vaccine which has such uniaxially oriented fibers, 

administered, while the portion of the label remaining on the ^ ^esive deadening, or adhesive reducing coating, 26 

container or vial continues to identify the former contents of is to a 0 f the adhesive coating on the rear 

the container or vial so that the container or vial can be su rface of the label extending from the first end 16 to the 

disposed of properly. It is a further object to provide a label ^ second end 18, as illustrated in FIG. 2A. In another embodi- 

that overcomes the deficiencies in the art me nt of the present invention, the adhesive reducing coating 

In a preferred embodiment demonstrating further objects, 26* is applied, a predetermined distance Y, from the first end 

features and advantages of the invention, the label includes j$ toward the second end 18 (see FIG. 2B). In a third 

an elongated sheet having a front surface, a rear surface, a embodiment the adhesive reducing coating 26" is applied 

first end, a second end, a top edge and a bottom edge. The 55 only on the first end in the area of tab 28 (see FIG. 2Q. The 

sheet includes a removable portion and a re m ai n der portion. adhesive reducing coating reduces, but does not eliminate. 

Both the removable portion and the remainder portion have the adhesive effect of the adhesive coating in the areas in 

identifying indicia printed thereon. The rear surface has an which it is applied to the rear surface 14. As illustrated in 

adhesive coating applied thereto. An adhesive reducing drawing FIGS. 2A-2C. the portion of the adhesive coating 

coating is applied to the adhesive coating adjacent to the first 24, upon which the adhesive reducing coating is applied, is 

end of the elongated sheet. In another preferred spaced from the both the top edge 2* and the bottom edge 

embodiment, the elongated sheet is made from an uniaxially 22. The adhesive reducing coating is applied along a tear line 

oriented material of the label which divides the label into the removable 

portion and the remainder portion, to make the tearing away 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS w ^ removable portion ofthe label easier for a user. The 

The above and still further objects, features and advan- adhesive reducing coating is preferably a varnish such as 

tages of the present invention will become apparent upon RAD-KOTE™800. which is sold by RAD-CURE Corp. of 
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Livingston. N J. However, numerous other types of adhesive 
reducing coatings may be used so long as the coating 
reduces the adhesive effect of the previously applied adhe- 
sive coating 24, thereby permitting the label to be securely 
maintained on the vial with no loose or free edges so that the 
vial, with the label applied thereto, can be processed by 
conventional packaging and filling machinery without 
requiting any special modification thereof. The adhesive 
reducing coating also enables a user to begin the peeling of 
the removable portion 34 of the label away from the vial. In 
a preferred embodiment the adhesive reducing coating is 
applied to the adhesive coating by a printing plate. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the ait that the 
adhesive coating need not be applied to the rear surface of 
the label in the area where the adhesive reducing coating is 
applied. In such an embodiment, a temporary adhesive 
would then be applied in the tab portion and the strip running 
from end to end may be free of adhesive so long as the 
removable portion and remainder portion above and below 
the strip have adhesive coating applied thereto. In such an 
embodiment, the adhesive coating would be applied to 
* substantially the entire rear surface of the label. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 2A-2C, the first end 16 includes a 
tab portion 28 extending away from the second end 18. 
Normally, approximately two-thirds of the rear surface of 
the tab portion 28 has the adhesive reducing coating 26 
applied thereto to assist in permitting tab 28 to be lifted from 
the vial, but the adhesive coating may be applied to a smaller 
area as welL Alternatively, the adhesive reducing coating 
could be applied to the entire rear surface of tab portion 28. 

The sheet has a score 30, which extends a predetermined 
distance X from the first end 16 towards the second end 18. 
In a preferred embodiment distance X is approximately 
15-20% of the distance between the first end and the second 
end, excluding the tab portion 28 of the label Distance X is 
approximately equal to distance Y. However, it is to be 
understood that score 30 can be any length, including the 
length of the sheet from the first end to the second end The 
score preferably extends a greater distance toward the sec- 
ond end of the sheet if the base material is not made from an 
uniaxially oriented material. It should also be understood 
that perforations could be used instead of a score. Score 30 
is substantially coextensive with a lower boundary 32 on the 
rear surface 14 between the adhesive coating 24 and the 
adhesive reducing coating 26. The elongated sheet of mate- 
rial is. as pointed out above, preferably made from an 
uniaxially oriented material. The fibers of the sheet are 
preferably oriented in the same direction as the intended tear 
line for the label, which is substantially coextensive with 
boundary 32. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1A, IB and 3, the use of the label 
according to the present invention will now be described. 
Label 10 is first applied to a vial which preferably contains 
an animal vaccine for use by veterinarians. It is to be 
understood that the use of the label according to the present 
invention is not to be limited to veterinarian practice and can 
be used wherever it is desirable to remove an identifying 
label from a first member and reapply that label to a second 
member. The front surface 12 of the label It includes indicia 
printed thereon which includes identifying information 
regarding the vaccine such as. the vaccine's trade name, 
manufacturer, antigen content serial number, expiration 
date, storage requirements, color coding, etc. The indica 
could also include information regarding a biological prod- 
uct or a radioactive medical product After the vaccine has 
been administered to the animal, the veterinarian or his/her 
assistant can remove the removable portion 34 of the label 
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10 disposed above score 30 from the vial 50 by lifting tab 28 
at its reduced adhesive portion and continuing to pull up on 
the tab. The label will begin to tear along score 30. Contin- 
ued pulling upward on the tab 28, with a slight angle toward 

s the top of the vial, causes the sheet to tear substantially in a 
straight line along boundary line 32. The sheet tears along a 
substantially straight line because the score initiates the 
direction of the tear line and/or the base material is made 
from an uniaxially oriented material, which is oriented along 

10 an axis that is parallel to the top edge 20, bottom edge 22 and 
score 30. Additionally, the location of the adhesive reducing 
coating 26 assists in permitting the sheet to tear along a 
substantially straight line along boundary line 32. Once the 
portion 34 of the label 10, which is disposed above score 30 

15 and boundary 32. is removed from the vial, it can be 
reapplied to the veterinarian's logbook 38 for that animal, as 
illustrated in FIG. 3. The user would press down on label 
portion 34 to ensure adhesion of the label portion to the 
logbook. Portion 34 contains all the necessary identifying 

2P information on its front surface. The remaining portion 36 of 
the label which is disposed below score 30 and boundary 
32, will remain on the vial and also contains indicia which 
includes information to continue to identify the former 
contents of the vial It is important especially in the medical, 

25 pharmaceutical and biological fields, to maintain a portion 
of the label on the vial to continue to identify the former 
contents of the vial so that the vial can be disposed of 
properly. 

If vial 50 contains more than a single dosage of the 

30 vaccine, the outer surface of the vial should contain more 
than one label FIG. 4 illustrates a vial mat contains two 
dosages of vaccine. Accordingly, two labels 10*. 10" are 
applied to the outer surface of the vial It is to be understood 
that any number of labels can be applied to the vial 

35 corresponding to at least the number of dosages that the vial 
contains. After the first dosage of the vaccine has been 
administered, portion 34' of the outermost label can be 
removed from the vial and can be reapplied to the veteri- 
narian's logbook. While portion 34* is being removed, the 

40 user can apply pressure with his/her free hand to tab 28* of 
the second label 10" to ensure that portion 34" remains on 
the vial. Similarly, after the second dosage has been 
administered, portion 34" of the now outermost label 10" 
can be removed from the vial and reapplied to the logbook. 

45 Each removable portion 34', 34", etc. contains all the nec- 
essary identifying information on its from surface, while 
remainder portion 36'. 36" also contains information suffi- 
cient to identify the contents of the vial. It will be appreci- 
ated by those skilled in the art that, when more than one label 

50 is applied to a vial, the front surface of the label depending 
upon the material from which it is made, may have to be 
treated with a release coating to ensure the easy separation 
of one label from another label Such release coatings are 
well known in the art. 

55 In FIG. 4. labels 1<T. 10" are illustrated as being separated 
from one another and applied to the vial one on top of the 
other. Alternatively, the labels If, 10" can be attached to one 
another such that the second end 18* of the label 10* is 
connected to first end 16" of the second label 10" by a 

60 perforated connection (not shown). Thus, when the portion 
34' is removed from the vial, the second end 19 of portion 
34' can be separated from the first end 16" of the second 
label by tearing along the perforated connection. 

Having described the presently preferred exemplary 

65 embodiment of a label, it is believed that other variations, 
modifications, and changes will be suggested to those skilled 
in the art in view of the teachings set forth herein. For 


